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Art Unit: 2617 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed In the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the internafional application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 11, 12, 14-16, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by US Patent No. 7,053,780 Straub et al. (Straub). 

Considering clatnn 1 , Straub teaches a telecommunications device (navigation 
device 100 or 210 -figure 1A, 1B, and 2, col. 1 line 62 -col. 2 line 2 and col. 3 lines 13- 
22) for use by a telecommunications user, comprising: a housing (protective housing 
102 - figure 1A, col. 2 lines 3-22); a wireless telephone located in the housing for 
receiving an incoming call and having a first receiver (first receiver 234 - figure 2, col. 4 
lines 5-22) and a processor (processor 212 - figure 2, col. 3 lines 13-22) in 
communication therewith (col. 4 lines 32-42); and a receiver unit located in the housing 
and having a second receiver for receiving an emergency alert broadcast (weather 



Application/Control Number: 10/760,944 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2617 

receiver 270 - figure 2, col. 5 lines 1-28), wherein the receiver unit is in communication 
with the processor of the wireless telephone (col. 5 lines 53-67). 

Considering claim 2, Straub teaches the first receiver includes a RF transceiver 
unit (col. 2 lines 48-64). 

Considering claim 3, Straub teaches the second receiver includes a NWR 
weather receiver configured to receiver NWR-SAME emergency alert broadcasts 
(weather receiver 270 - figure 2, col. 5 lines 1-28). 

Considering claim 5, Straub teaches the second receiver includes a digital 
receiver (col. 5 lines 29-52). 

Considering claims 1 1 and 20, Straub teaches a method and a 
telecommunications device for providing an emergency alert notification to a user of a 
telecommunications device in response to receiving an emergency alert broadcast 
(navigation device 100 or 210 - figure 1A, IB, and 2, col. 1 line 62 - col. 2 line 2 and 
col. 3 lines 13-22), the telecommunications device including a housing having located 
therein a wireless telephone for receiving an incoming call and a receiver unit for 
receiving the emergency alert broadcast (protective housing 102 - figure 1A, col. 2 lines 
3-22), the method comprising: receiving the emergency alert broadcast from an 
emergency alert transmitter (col. 5 lines 1-28); extracting coded information contained in 
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emergency alert broadcast (col. 5 lines 29-52); and providing an emergency alert 
notification to the user of the telecommunications device based upon the extracted 
coded information (col. 6 line 62 - col. 7 line 13). 

Considering claim 12, Straub teaches providing the emergency alert notification 
to the user of the telecommunications device based upon the extracted information 
includes comparing the extracted coded information to predetermined information 
stored in the telecommunications device (col. 6 lines 50-61). 

Considering claim 14, Straub teaches providing the emergency alert notification 
to the user of the telecommunications device based upon the extracted coded 
information includes providing an emergency alert message to the user of the 
telecommunications device, the emergency alert message including at least a portion of 
the extracted coded information (col. 6 line 62 - col. 7 line 13). 

Considering claim 15, Straub teaches activating one or more interface resources 
of the telecommunications device (user interface - figure 3A-3F, col. 8 lines 1-5). 

Considering claim 16, Straub teaches providing the emergency alert notification 
to the user of the telecommunications device based upon the extracted coded 
information includes providing the emergency alert notification simultaneously with a call 
in progress (col. 6 line 62 - col. 7 line 13). 
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Considering claim 19, Straub teaches providing a recommended course of action 
to the user of the telecommunications device based upon the extracted coded 
information (col. 8 line 59 - col. 9 line 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 7,053,780 Straub et al. (Straub) as applied to claims 1 above, and further in 
view of US Patent No. 6,728,522 Marrah et al. (Marrah). 

As to claim 4, Straub teaches a NWR weather receiver but fails to teach 
receiving standard FM and AM broadcasts. 

In an analogous art, Marrah teaches a NWR weather receiver further configured 
to receive standard FM and AM broadcasts (col. 1 lines 13-32 and col. 2 lines 52-65). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Straub's system to include receiving standard FM and 
AM broadcasts, as taught by Marrah, for the advantage of tuning a weather band radio 
to receive a plurality of weather band channels from one location (col. 1 lines 13-32). 
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6. Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 7,053,780 Straub et al. (Straub) as applied to claim 1 above, and further in 
view of US Patent No. 6,710,715 (Deeds). 

As to claim 6, Straub teaches the system above but fails to disclose the 
processor Includes a digital signal processor. 

In an analogous art, Deeds teaches the processor includes a digital signal 
processor (col. 12 lines 3-9). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Straub's system to include a digital signal processor, as 
taught by Deeds, for the advantage of improving the automatic selection and distribution 
of messages (col. 2 lines 1-11). 

As to claim 7, Straub teaches the system above but fails to disclose the 
processor includes a microcontroller. 

In an analogous art. Deeds teaches the processor includes a microcontroller (col. 
12 lines 3-9). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Straub's system to Include a microcontroller, as taught by 
Deeds, for the advantage of Improving the automatic selection and distribution of 
messages (col. 2 lines 1-11). 
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As to claim 8, the combined system of Straub and Deeds teaches the receiver 
unit includes a first processing module for extracting coded information contained in the 
emergency alert broadcast (Straub, col. 5 lines 29-52) and the microcontroller (Deeds, 
col. 12 lines 3-9) is for providing an emergency alert notification to the 
telecommunications user based upon the extracted coded information (Straub, col. 6 
line 62 -col. 7 line 13). 

As to claim 9, the combined system of Straub and Deeds teaches the emergency 
alert notification includes an emergency alert message (Straub, coL 5 lines 1-28), the 
emergency alert message including at least a portion of the extracted coded information 
(col. 5 lines 29-52). 

As to claim 10, the combined system of Straub and Deeds teaches the 
emergency alert message is selected from the group consisting of an audible 
emergency alert message, a visual emergency alert message, and an audio-visual 
emergency alert message (col. 6 lines 62 - col. 7 line 13). 

7. Claims 13, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US Patent No. 7,053,780 Straub et al. (Straub) as applied to claim 1 1 above, and 
further in view of US Patent No. 6,973,336 (Heie). 
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As to claim 1 3. Straub teaches the system above but fails to disclose providing 
the emergency alert notification to the user periodically at a predetermined time interval 
for a duration of time. 

In an analogous art, Heie teaches providing the emergency alert notification to 
the user periodically at a predetermined time interval for a duration of time (col. 1 lines 
57-67). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Straub's system to include providing the emergency alert 
notification to the user periodically at a predetermined time interval for a duration of 
time, as taught by Heie, for the advantage of alerting the user. 

As to claims 17 and 18, Straub teaches the system above but fails to disclose an 
acknowledgement. 

In an analogous art, Heie teaches an acknowledgement (col. 1 lines 57-67 and 
col. 4 lines 59-63). 

It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Straub's system to include an acknowledgement, as 
taught by Heie, for the advantage of accepting the alert. 
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Conclusion 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from ttie 
examiner should be directed to Gary Au whose telephone number is (571) 272-2822. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8am-5pm Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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SUPERVISORY PRIMART EXAMINER 



